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EF OR E this can reach 
ou, I doubt not but you 
Will have heard that Pre- 
liminaries for a general Pa- 
= cification, as they arecall'd, 
| were hatch'd at Aix la 
Chapelle the laſt Day of the laſt Month. 
'Fhe Pangs of the negotiating Mountain 
are at laſt ceaſed, but whether your State 
Mid wives will baſtily produce the Off- 
ſpring to the View of their Countrymen, 
is a Matter to be doubted : For I cannot 
perſuade' myſelf that your Miniſtry, any 
more than ours, do flatter themſelves to 
have any Cauſe for exulting on the Oc- 
* caſion. 
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caſion. I don't think they will preci- 
pitate the Publication of this Chef d Oo- 
vure with as great gaite de Coeur as they 


did the Perfection of the Meaſure itſelf; 


therefore think myſelf obliged in Friend- 
ſhip, to exhibit this political Abortion 
to your View juſt in the Plight it was 
ſent me from the Fountain-head, by 


one as incapable of miſleading, as he is 


himſelf leaſt liable of any Man living of 
being miſled. 


I don't know in what Light your Na- 
tion will take this haſty Step towards a 
general Peace; but if the preſent Engh/h 
be not better broke to the Yoke than 
their Anceſtors, and' leſs jealous and 
diſcerning than when laſt France obliged 
their Court, as ſhe does at preſent, with 
a ſet of 6 I don't conceive 


that your People will exult any more 
than your Miniſtry, or than we Datch- 


men, Who love Peace in our Hearts for 


the ſake of our Trade, but who would 


as unwillingly purchaſe it too dearly as 
buy Gold above its intrinſic Value. 


As the Enemy v was at our Door, or 
rather within it, we may be ſuppoſed to 
have ſought Peace with the utmoſt Ea- 


gerneſs 
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gerneſs ; but no mathematical Problem is 
more certain, than that the confiderate 
among us dreaded nothing ſo much as 
Peace, becauſe they perceived that the 
preſent Men in Power had courted it 
more arduouſly then was conſiſtent with 
either the Dignity or Safety of the Re- 
public, or with that general Freedom, 
which, till of late, had been the con- 
ſtant Object of the Attention of ENS 
men and Hellanders. 


You know not perhaps, that we 
Dutchmen can fall as naturally into Airs 
of Grandeur and Sovere:gnty as thoſe - 
born in Monarchies. But I can aſſure 
you, that any one of us can pronounce, 
my Army, my People, and my Subjects, 
with as great Facility and Air as any 
Frenchman or Muſcovite in Europe. And 
what is no leſs true, the Faſbion of aſ- 
ſuming this Air of Sovereignty grew up, 
and ſpread in proportion to the Succeſſes 
of the Arms of France. The firſt of 
this courtly Faſhion appeared at the 
Hague as ſoon as Bergen-op-Zoom was 
taken, and increaſing ever fince, till 
the late inveſting Maeſtricht, it became 
conſpicuous to the View of the loweſt of 
our People, at. the Setting out of the 
| S- ab-. 
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to command the Army, 


45 
* till then was ought to be that 
of the Republic. 


"Tis well known that we are obliged to 
France for our new General and Admiral ; 
but tis a doubt with me, whether it be 
as univerſally known, that Peace was 
thought neceſſary as for the Converſation 
of this high State-officer in his new Dig- 
nities, as war had been for his Elevation. 
Yet little as this Truth has ſpread, careful 
as our Stateſmen are to conceal it; it be- 
gins not only to take Wind, but to be 
known that this fingle Circumſtance, 
more than any other Conſideration, has 
occaſioned, that late Precipitancy of Con- 


duct, of which your Nation and ours, 


and our natural Ally, have ſo great wo 
ton to complain. 


A Court has ſprung up here of late 
among us, who held not this Emblem 
of Royalty in any very great Veneration. 
But a Court we have; nor need it be told 
you, who are no Stranger to the Drift of 
court Sycophants, that Courts. have often 
Objects in view, that are leſs replete with 
the public than private Safety and Wel- 
fare. This is a Truth which moſt Na- 


tions: 
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tions have experienced to their Coſt, and 
of which, | I fear, we Dutchmen ſhall 
have more early Experience,- than was 
intended by the firſt Inſtitution of our 
* 5 : 

The old Miniſtry here had neceſſarily 
laid the Root of their Influence too deep- 
ly to be wholly eradicated on the late 
Revolution. Men, whoſe Fathers, as 
well as themſelves, had borne the chief- 
eſt Sway amongſt us, muſt -naturall 
have acquired an extended Friendſhip, 
and a Reputation, of which great Me1 
know how to avail themſelves on Occa- 
fion. The Conqueſts of France, after 
the Elevation of the S——þ r, fur- 
niſhed theſe men, and their F riends with 
a ſpecious Pretext of crying down the 
late mobbiſh, undigeſted Step taken, or 
rather forced upon the Provinces. Nor 
was it difficult to purſuade a volatile Po- 
pulace, frighted by the Approach of the 
Enemy, that they had not been gainers by 
the late Change, and that they might as 
well have truſted to the Guidance of 
their old Conducters as the New, who 
had net, till then, appeared to be better 
Patriots or more enlightened, 

The 


The Truth is, our people, fince the 
taking of their maiden Bulwark, were 
inclined rather to repent than exult. The 
loſs of Bergen-op-Zoom ſeemed to have 
opened their Views, and wore away the 
Edge of their Prejudice to their old Go- 
vernors. They now began to cool, and 
ſee Men, and Things by the Lights of 
Reaſon and Experience; and this unpre- 
judiced Reflection turned not ſo much 
to the Advantage of the New as Old 
Miniſtry. , 


The new Men were either too dim- 
fighted to ſee this early Change in the 
People, or too giddy with the Power 
they wreſted from their Predeceſſors, to 
ſet a juſt Value on the Prejudices of thoſe 
that had contributed to their Influence, 
They might think it, perhaps, deroga- 
tory their own Glory, and that, and 
the Dignity of their Chzef, to court the 
Applauſe, or conſult the Paſſions of the 
Populace, apprehending it might be a 
tacit Reflection on the Means by which 
the late Change had been wrought. 
There is nothing which Map cares leſs 
to own than the Obligation of an ull-got- 
ten Power ; nor any thing he is more 
jealous of than its Preſervation, And 

that 
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that all Power muſt be deemed ill-gotten 
which is not acquired conſtitutionally, is 


uncontrovertible. Nor is it leſs certain 


that our new Men were thruſt upon the 
Republic in Oppoſition to its moſt ſtated 
and cheriſhed Maxims and Reſolutions. 


'Tis true, that in the great Exigencies 
of the Commonwealth, as antiently in 


Rome, we had recourſe to a Superinten- 


dant of the military Affairs of our Repub- 
in 1672, 


lic. We choſe a $ b 
and the Choice happily anſwered our 
Expectations; for the Perſon choſen was 
endowed with all the Qualifications re- 
quiſite for extricating an oppreſs'd Peo- 
ple out of their Difficulties. But, my 
Friend, your William III. and our late 
S——þ-—r is no more; and there re- 
mains none of his immediate Line to in- 
herit his Fortune, his Wiſdom, or his 
Virtues, Great as he was become by 
the additional Power of the Britifh 
Crown, accuſtomed as he had been to 
the regal Stile, in your Ifland, he was 
too wiſe to uſe it on this Side of the 
Water. Here he was but a Su, tho 
with you he was a Sovereign. " And he 
| was fo ſenſible of his Condition, that 
during his whole Life he never once at- 


C tempted 
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tempted to arrogate publickly any pre- 
eminence that ſhewed an Inclination to 
Sovereignty. Such Words, as my People, 
my Army, or my Subjects, never eſcaped 
his cautious Lips; not but that the Army, 
and even the People, were as much at 

his Devotion, as if he had been inveſted 
with the Sovereignty of the State. But 
he prudently took care that the great In- 
fluence he had acquired ſhould always 
appear conſtitutional. Like other great 
Magiſtrates he awed and intimidated: 
ſome, and corrupted others to his Pur- 
poſes, in conſequence of the Power he 
was inveſted with ;. but never attempted 
to ſtretch his Power beyond the Limits 
perſcribed by the Conſtitution. 


You may judge of our late S——h——r's 
Conduct by that of the Princes ſucceed- 
ing his immediate Succeſſor Queen Anne. 
The Stuarts, like ſome on this Side of the 
Water that ſhall be nameleſs, was ever 

laying hold of Opportunities to exerciſe 
and extend the Prerogatives of the Crown; 

but your preſent royal Family take quite 
another and wiſer Method. They ſaga- 
ciouſly drop the Prerogative, I mean all 
Stretches of it, for the more ſolid and 
leſs inflaming Inſſuence ariſing from Har- 
mony 
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mony and good Correſpondence with the 


Keepers of the national Purſe, I need 
Not tell you, who had ſo narrowly ſcru- 
tinized into the Walpolean Adminiſtra- 
tion, and fo loudly inveigh'd againſt the 
immenſe Waſte of it in the Article of 
Secret Service; you need not, I ſay, be 
informed by a Dutchman, how, and by 


what Means, this conſtant 3 


Intelligence * between the P 
* P— 


But ha with us, of late, the Politics 
of our Court was of a different Com- 
plexion, Our new Men, ſeeing they had 
riſen to Power by War, imagin'd the 
beſt Support of their Influence would 'be 


the Continuance of the Means by which 


it had been acquired. Beſides, War was 
ever thought to be the Harveſt-ſeafon of 
Soldiers and Courtiers ; and, among us, 
even of the S—h—7z himſelf, The Civil 
Power being always eclipſed by the Mili- 
tary in Times of Confuſion, it will be 
ever found, that thoſe who are intoxica= 
ted with the Glare of Rule and Com- 
mand, will not be the moſt forward to 
promote a Ceſſation of the Dangers or 
Convulſions of the State. And ſo it fell 
out in theſe Provinces, from the Eleva- 

>" tion 
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tion of a S—þ——7 to the inveſting of 
Maeſtricht. 2 


The pacific Offers of France were 
conſtantly rejected; nor did the ſhame- 
ful Loſs of a Bulwark, thought impreg- 


nable, blunt the Edge of our Court- pre- 
jadice to Peace. And I muſt ſay, that 


the big Promiſes from your Side of the 
Water, contributed not a little to confirm 


our new Stateſmen in their obſtinacy. 


All the Continent was to be ranſack' d for 
Troops, all the Seas were to be covered 
with Ships of War, and all the Purſes 
of the Republic were to be emptied, in 
order to be revenged of France. This 
wyas the Pretence; but the true Reaſon 
for conſtantly throwing cold Water on 
the moderate Offers of the Enemy, was 
the PtotraCtion of the War for the En- 
largement of the Power of our Jupiter 
and his Satelites. 


For had the Safety or Glory of the 
State been conſidered, Peace would have 
been accepted on the profer'd Conditi- 
ons, or early Care would have been taken 
to be ſtrong enough in the Field to turn 
the Current of the Succeſs of the War 
againſt the Enemy. This later was prac- 

ticable, 
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ticable, or it was not. If practicable, 


why was not the glorious Scheme car- 


ried into Execution? and if not practi- 


cable, why were not the Offers of Peace 


embraced — 


But the Truth ſeems to be, that Peace, 
of any Kind; would not anſwer the Pur= 


oſes of our new Court, and a vigorous 
War might reduce the Enemy, already 
weigh'd down with the War, tho' ſuc- 
ceſsful on Land, to the Neceſſity of of- 
fering what Terms of Peace one would, 
ſuch as our new Maſters could not co- 
lourably. * 


If it had been intended to ofa 
the War with Vigour, the Ruſſian 
Troops, in your Pay and ours, would, 


and might have winter'd in Germany, and 
be early enough upon the Maeſe to pre- 


vent the beſieging Mae/tricht. Nay, an 
Augmentation of Troops might have 
been obtain'd of the Northern Empreſs, 
which additional Corps might be eaſily 
and ſpeedily brought by Sea, in April, 
as ſoon as the Navigation of the Baltic is 
open. In ſhort, if a vigorous War had 
been thought for the immediate Intereſt 
of our new Men, more vigorous and 

earlier 
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earlier Meaſures would have been taken. 
And fince they were not, tis evident to 
4 Demonſtration, eithek, that our Stateſ- 
men are unequal to the Stations they fill, 
or that they would hold the Power they 
had graſp'd againſt the Grain of the beſt, 
wiſeſt, and wealthieſt of the People, at 
the Riſque of endangering the very Be- 
ing of the Republic. Let thein chuſs 
which Cap they ne _ | 


The Selßſeneff of our new „Men appear'd 
at the very Dawn of their Power, For, 
- inſtead of bending their Thoughts to 
avert the Storm from Abroad, they were 
employ'd chiefly in raiſing it at Home, and 
widening the Bottom of their Influence, 
by difplacing the old Miniſtry and 
their Friends, rendering them obnoxious, 
and expoſing them to the Fury of the 
Populace. Thus came the War to be 
neglected on this Side of the Water; 
and how the Stateſmen on that Side 
came to concur in the Neglect ſhall be 
conſidered preſently, tho 85 Diſcuſſion 
ſeems more peculiarly the F ravine of 
an Engh/hman, 


-4.If Bst be confided. as guided by 
Men whom a Populace had forced into 
Pcwer, 
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Power, Men, driven uppermoſt by the 
Confuſions of the Times, Men refolved 
to hold what they had ſeized ; Men, in 
ort, incapable of conducting War, and 
therefore wanting a Peace to preſerve 
their Power: If I fay, you conſider Hol- 
landers in that true Light in which they 
ought to be viewed, and in which 1 
have endeavour'd to produce them for 
the better elucidating my Subject, you 
will be the leſs ſurpriſed at the Precipi- 
" Fancy of the preſent Meaſure, or the 
Facility with which your Stateſmen have 
been able to lure our governing Men into 
their Scheme. of a Peace on ſuch Terms 
as could be obtain'd of the Enemy. 


Need you, whoſe Family was con- 
ſpicuous in the Oppoſition to the For- 
gers of the late general Peace, be told 
that the governing Men in a State are 
not always the wiſeſt and moſt vir- 
tuous of the Community. Or, need 
you be told that Minifters, and even 
Princes, like other Men, have their 
Weaknels,. and their Paſſions, and above 
all others have no leſs the Maintenance 
of their Power in view, than likewiſe 
the Accumulation of Riches, and the 
Addition of new Honours and. Dig- 

| nities. 
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nities. Or need I' further explain to 
you the Motives that might have urged 
our Stateſmen to be more traQtable. at 
| Preſent, than your Court found them 
pending the Ne of Utreche. 


In thoſe kappice De we had no 
Court; our Stateſmen depended on the 
good Will of the People, and could 
have no Intereſt ſeparate from theirs. In 
theſe, we have a new Set of Men in- 
: ſtantaneouſiy ſprung up among us, Who 
confider themſelves more immediately 
dependant on an Individual than the Re- 
public. ' Such Men, we may ſuppoſe, 
will conſult the particular Intereſt of that 
Individual, an Intereſt they always look 
upon as blended with their own: Men, 
I fay, thus dependent on a particular Fa- 
mily in the State, will be apt to examine 
only that Side of the Queſtion which 
tends to the Promotion of the particular 
Intereſt 1 in View. 


White War anſw.ered the Pcs of of 
this particular Iutereſt, they were Fond to 
all Overtures of Peace. But finding the 
People, even thoſe who had raiſed them, 
murmur at their Conduct, and as ready 
to _—_ them down as they had too har 
ſtily 


(17) 

ſtily puſh'd them up, it was as judged ne- 
ceſſary to prevent by Times another 
Revolution, which might prove as in- 
auſpicious to the new Miniſtry as the late 
had been to the old. Not that the Peo- 

ple wanted or wiſh'd for Peace, while 
there was ſuch a Proſpect of humbling 
France by the Continuance of the War; 
but, becauſe they found the Error of 
thruſting thofe into Employments who 
were unequal to the Burden, and leſs at- 
fached to the * than private in- 
tereſt. 


Vour Coder oblig'd tis into the Peace 
of Utrecht, and the Compulſion was ge- 
neral: It reach'd our Governors as well 
as our People: But at preſent the Scene 
is alter d. You give us a Peace, and 
have the Concurrence of our governing 
Men, but not of the People, who fee 
A Proſpect of commanding Peace and 
humbling the prefidious Enemy, by con- 
tinuing the War. Perhaps the Caſe 
may be ſimilar with you; your People, 
like ours, perceive ſomewhat too myſte- 
tious in the Conduct of your Stateſinen, 
and may think the late Stride to Peace 
too haſty and precipitate. — But your 


governing Men, as well as ours, may ſee 
D Things. 
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Things in a quite different Light from 
the reſt of the Community, and may 
have their particular Motives and Rea- 
ſons for the Singularity of their Opinions. 
For, 1 don't know how it comes, a 
Man ſeems to be new created when he 
commences Miniſter. Theſe Servants 
of the Public ſeem a ſpecies quite dif- 
ferent from other Men, or indeed, from 
themſelves; I mean themſelves, in their 
firſt State of Exiſtence and Innocence, 
— Let us examine the probable Motives 
of their late Conduct. 


I have ſtated the Caſe to you as it 
ſtood on this Side of the Water. Our 
S = and his Creatures, ſaw a 
Storm gathering that threatn'd their De- 
ſtruction. They ſaw, at laſt, ſuch a 
Change in the People as foreboded no 
Good to the new Men and their late 
created Power. And they muſt be in- 
fatuated not apprehend the burſting of 
the gathering Clouds, ſhould France 
puſh her Conqueſts nearer the Vitals of 
the Republic. The People, that is, the 
conſidærate Part of them, were under no 
ſuch Dread for the Approach of the 
Enemy; well knowing the French muſt 
take Breath after the Reduction of Mae- 

Atricht, 
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fickt, ſhould they beſiege it earlier than 
the Allies could form an Army of Op- 
poſition. In ſuch Caſe, we know the 
Ruſſians would be up with with us, and 
all the Strength of the Empreſs-Queen ; ; 
an accummulated Strength, which, con- 
ſidering the Difficulties of approaching 
this Province, would be more than ſuf- 
ficient to baffle the Enemy, and per- 
haps oblige him to retire. 


Any Rub in the Way of France would 
anſwer the Purpoſe of the Allies. She 
was undone could her Carrier be ſtopt 
for a {ſingle Campaign: And there is 
not a Man of Senſe in theſe Provinces 
that would not riſque the withſtanding 
her Efforts for the reſt of the preſent. 
But ſuch a wiſe and manly Steadineſs 
would not anfwer the Purpoſe of our 
few Men, nor perhaps of your Court. 


Let me ſuppoſe, and ſurely ſo rea- 
ſonable a Suppoſition may be granted 
me, that Count de Saxe ſhould be obli- 
ged to fit down contented with the Con- 
queſt of Maeſtricht, and the leſſer For- 
treſſes on the Maeſe before the Junc- 
tion of the Ryfſians and other Troops 
of the Allies. I believe it won't be dif- 
D 2 puted 
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puted with me, that he would not ven- 


ture to puſh facther, or if. he did, that 


he might well be check'd in ſuch 4 
Country as he muſt be obliged to paſy 
through, and by an Army equal to his 
own, which it muſt be after his Loſſes 
before Maeſtricht, Ruremonde, and V; enlo; 
or, if you will, Bois le Duc, and even 
Breda. As for any Attempts the French 
ſhould make upon Zealand, and particu- 
larly the Ifle of Walcharen, they neither 
would nor ought give a reaſonable Hol- 
lander the leaſt Concern. 


Now, let us {ee how it would ſtand 
with France ſhould ſhe fail of forcing her- 
ſelf into this Province, as ſhe certainly 
would for this Summer at leaſt. With 
the united Naval Force of England, and 
this Republic, her Trade makes be fo 
ruined as even on a Peace, ſhe ſhould 
not be able to retrieve it in twenty 


Years, probably never. For, if her 


Sugar Colonies were once deſtroyed, and 
her Canada taken from her, I don't ſee 
a Chance for the Recovery of her Com- 
merce. And we may obſerve, by the 
Succeſſes of the New Englandmen and 
Admiral Warren at Cape-Breton, and of 
Admiral Knowles, lately at St. . Domingo, 


how | 
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bow eafily the French might be ftript of 
all their Colonies in America, 5 


In the Eaſt- Indies, there is ſcarce i 
Doubt that Admiral Townſhend will have 
reduced all their Colonies, or Pond; 
cherry the Chief of them. Their Turkey 
Trade is already pretty nigh ſtagnated, 
and might be wholly ſtopt ſo as to eſta- 
bliſh the Uſe of Engliſb and Dutch Com- 
modities in that Part of Aſa, in ſuch a 
Manner that the French would find it ex- 
tremely difficult hereafter to recover any 
great Share of that Trade. 


By England's opening a Trade with 
Spain, which laſt ſent Home to your 
| Doors to ſue for a ſeparate Peace; the 
French Trade to that Monarchy muſt 
dwindle to nothing, eſpecially as ſcarce 
a Ship with French Colours could eſca 
your Cruiſers and ours. And for the 
Baltic Trade, France could have no 
Chance of carrying it on while you and 
we rid Triumphant over all the Ocean. 


Thus, you may 2 how France 
might be diſtreſs'd, how ſhe ought to 
be dealt with; and how ſoon ſhe might 
be reduc'd to the N * of agreeing 


to 
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to bab a Peace as might bid fair to haſt 
not only during your Days and mine, 
hat thoſe of the youngeſt of our People. 
We thall conſider in the Sequel, how 


unlikely it is, that any Peace built ori 


our late precipitated Preliminaries can 
be of this durable Conſiſtency. | 


But, beſides this obvious Deſuuction 
of the Trade of the Enemy which was 
in our Power by the Continuance of the 
War, there was a moral Certainty that 
fach a Tumour was gathering in the 
Bowels of France, as might, if artfully 
nurs'd up, endanger her very Exiſtence, 
mean in her preſent State of abſolute 
and abject Subjection to the Will of an 
Individual. It is well known that the 
Murmurs of the French were general and 
loud. They are of late become as 
Free-Thinkers in religious Matters, as 
you in England or we in Holland; and 
if well managed, and rauch d properly by 
your and our Stateſmen, might be ſoon 
brought to wiſh to Be eaſed as well 
of the Papal as Regal Yoke. I could 
fay much more of this Topic. I could 
fay what I know to be a Truth as clear 
as Dey that ſuch ill Blood was gather- 
ing in France as made the French Cour- 
tiers 
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tiers ſhudder and tremble for the Con- 
ſequences. 


What do you think induced Sake 
to make you and us ſo frequent, and 
ſeemingly reſign'd offers of Peace? Do 
you think the French Court is become 
leſs deſigning, leſs ambitious than here- 
tofore ? Not at all. But all the Cabi- 
net of Verſailles perceived a Grangreen 
in the Body Politic; ſaw Spain ready 
to proſtrate herſelf before you ſince the 
Death of Philip V. knew it to be in 
your Power to ſtript France of, or ruin 
all her Colonies; perceived you of late 
taking the right Steps to dam up all the 
Channels of her Trade, and conſequently 
of her Riches ; 3 faw us Dutch rouz'd 
and ready to corporate with you in the 
Deſtruction of her Commerce, were 
apprehenſive the Circles of the Empire 
might be wrought upon againſt the next 
Campaign, to join their Head in put- 
ting a Stop to her unjuſt, injurious 
Treatment of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and this Republic; ſaw his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty wavering, and not exempt from 
Jealouſy of the ambitious Views of the 
French Court. In ſhort, Sir, France 
had her Reaſons, cogent Reaſons for 
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N 
appearing fo paſſive and tractable as your 
Court and ours are of late willing to be- 
lieve her to be. She was on the very 
Verge of Ruin, which, in in all human 
Probability nothing could prevent but 
this haſty, /e/5/Þþ Meaſure of your Stateſ- 


men and Ours, 


I have informed you with the State of 
Affairs here, and how neceſſary it was 
for our new Men that the Sword, by 
which they 1oſe from the Level, ſhould 
be turn'd into a Plough-/hare. Our new 
Sages were frighted out of their Wits at 
the Approach of the French, and call to 
you as loudly as they could, to fave them 
by a Peace of an wy Complexion, for that 
certainly the War would ſoon reduee 


them to their Non- entity. For this Pur- 


pole was Mynheer B 2 s laſt Voyage 
to London. He implored, in the Name 
of his M—=r, and of his M —ſs too, 
whoſe Petitions were moiſten'd with 
T—=s. It was repreſented, that as you 
begun the War, and particularly brought 
it home to Holland, in order to raiſe a 
S9ou-in-Low to the Power he enjoys at 
preſent, it would be impolitic, as well as 
unkind and unnatural, not to fupport 
him in the Poſſefflion of that Power. 
That 
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That your Court may always rely that 


that Power ſhould be employ'd in the 


particular Service of the royal Family ; 
but that the Continuance of the War 
would probably occaſion a ſecond Revo- 
lution in the Provinces, which would 
certainly unhinge all that had been done 
in the laſt Confuſion, in favour of the 
Houſe of Free gland. 


All was ſaid, every bes was urged 
that could moye you on that Side of the 
Water, and warn you from your Attach- 
ment to the Courts of Vienna and Turin, 
and particularly to the latter. It was 
foreſeen that France muſt procure a Set- 


tlement for her Son-in-Law, and was 


obliged, in Honour as well as Intereſt, 
to re- inſtate the Genoeſe in the Territories 
wreſted from them by the King of Sar- 
dima. Our new Men, therefore, ſaw 
that no Peace could be obtain'd without 
your giving up thoſe Points to France and 
Spain, which laſt you might have ſeve- 
red from the former, any Hour laſt Win- 
ter, if you had b ar to leſs for Don Phi- 
lip than is now ſtipulated for him by the 
Preliminaries. And, really, Sir, of all 
the Slips of your Cabinet, ſince the Death 
of the x, Charles VI, your Neglect 
© 
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No. 1 
of Spain, in this Inſtance, is the leaſt 
pardonable. 


The Death of Philiß open'd ſuch a 
Door to your entering into the Views of 
the new Court of Spain, as muſt ſenſi- 
bly have affected France, and greatly 
promoted your own commercial Intereſt, 


if your Stateſmen had not been moſt 


ſhamefully wanting in their Duty to their 
Country. Ferdinand and his Miniſters 
are truly Spaniards, and as ſuch attach'd 
ſolely to the true Intereſt of Span; an 
Intereſt which was, and will always be, 
compatible with that of England. You 
had nothing more to do but to indulge 
Spain with a very moderate Provifion 
for her Infant, which the new King 
might think himſelf obliged in honour 
to procure for him, and ſettle the Affair 
of Trade on the footing of old Treaties. 
This, I dare ſay, would bring that Crown 
to grow cool upon France, and think 
her Intereſt better blended with the ma- 
ritime Powers, 


But ſuppoſing Spain went farther, and 
expected to ſell her Friendſhip to you at 
a higher Price; that is, ſuppoſe ſhe in- 

ſiſted on the Reſtitution of Gibraltar: 
| Would 
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Would that Fortreſs, become more bur+ 
denſom than uſeful to England, be an 
Equivalent for the Friendſhip and Trade 
of that rich, indolent, lazy Nation? 
Might not your Miniſters have procured 
ſome lucrative, commercial Advantage 
from Spain, in exchange for a Place of 
ſmall Utility in War time, and of none in 
times of Peace? 


For my own Part, I have often won- 
dered at the Tenaciouſneſs of your Na- 
tion, in regard to Gibraltar. What 
Charms are there in the Place that ſhould 
ſo unmeaningly have intoxicated a whale 
trading People ? The Town produces 
nothing, contributes to no Trade that 
may not be carried on if there had been 
no ſuch Bay or Fortreſs in the World; 
and, beſides, creates an Expence which, 
let me ſay, England, opulent as ſhe may 
be thought, f is Ill able to bear. 


Tis evident, that if you had not had 
Gibraltar, you would not have had the 
late or preſent War with Spain; nor is 
it leſs manifeſt, that while you retain that 
Place, you never can ſtand thoroughly 
fair with the Spaniards. But don't you 
oblerve. on the Face of thoſe very Pre: 
'S 2 * limi naries, 
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liminaries, thoſe Suger-plums, which 

France knows ſo well how to diſpoſe of 

i on occaſion, that ſhe would - obſtruct a 

| right good Underſtanding 'twixt England 
= 7 and Spain? As well as ſhe was adroit 
enough to perſuade you into Conceſſions, 
in favour 'of Don Philip and the Re- 
public of Genoa, againſt the Opinion and 
Grain of your principal M=—r, who 
had, for ſome time paſt, taken the King 
of Sardinia under his aweful Protection; 
I fay, and inſiſt upon it, that as France 
was able to dictate on theſe Occaſions, 
ſhe might lure or threaten you to part 
with Gibraltar, if ſhe had not thought 
it her Intereſt, that that Bone of Con- 
tention ſhould remain to be gnaw'd * 
ternately by both Nations. 
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See how far France extends her 
Scheme, how ſubtilly ſhe ſpreads her 
| Net, to take in your unfledg'd Stateſmen, 
with regard to her Views of keeping 
England and Spain on bad Terms. This 
refined inſidious Stroke of French Poli- 
tics, will appear to you on caſting your 
Eye on the Ninth Article of the Preli- 

| minaries, by which France not only ad- 
Þþ mits of a pecuniary Claim to the Crown 
f of Spain, by your Prince, as Elector of 
Hanover, 
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Hanover, but engages to ufe her good 
Offices to obtain Satisfaction of his Cat ho- 
lic Majeſty for the ſame. I own I was 
amazed to ſee ſuch an Article lugg'd into 
ſuch a Baſis as theſe Preliminaries for a 
general Peace, imagining that fo trivial 
a Matter might better be diſcuſs'd, and 
ſettled more privately and ſeparately; but 
on reflection I began to be better recon- 
ciled to the Step, on the Part of the 
Britiſh Plenipotentiaries, and impute it to 
an Refinements of the French Cabinet. 


e might imagine to have per- 
ceived, on many Occaſions, that your 
M-—s generally acted ſo as to conſider 
and conſult certain Prejudices, more than 
the true Intereſt of their Country. She 
might likewiſe think to perceive a Deſire 
that the E—e ſhould rank with other 
more powerful States, and be confidered 
as a principal contracting State in gene- 
ral Treaties. Vanity 1s blended with 
human Nature, and the truly Great and 
Exalted are the leaſt tinctured with it. 
But be that as it may, France inclined 
rather to expoſe than oblige, finding there 
was no bending your Court without the 
Weight of this important Claim ſhould 
be granted to her, agreed to it in ſuch 
a manner 
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4 manner, as muſt cauſe the Detiſion of 
ſome, and the Diſlike of others; and 
above all, was pleaſed with an Opportu- 
nity of widening the Miſintelligence be- 
tween * and Great Bratain. 


"Tis pity this obſolete. Claim was not 
ſet up by Hanover, at the time of the 
late Convention between the two Crowns, 
But I forget that the regal and electoral 
Intereſts are diſtinct and ſeparate,” in 
Money Matters eſpecially. But what 
may you ſuppoſe the Value and Nature 
of this high Demand to be? * Tis a Claim 
as old as Philip IV. of Spain, ariſing from 
a Subſidy and Pay of a Body of Troops, 
hired to that Prince by the Duke of 
Hanover. And to conſider the Scanti- 
neſs of the Duke's Power and Domini. 
ons in thoſe Days, you may be ſure the 
Corps of Troops hired muſt have been 
very ſmall, and the Subſidy and Pay very 
trivial. Yet by the Intrigues of France, 
or the Blunder or Adulation of your 
My, this poor, infignificant obſolete 
Demand is made an Article in a Preli- 
minary for ſettling the Peace of Europe. 
The Demand is ſaid to amount to @ Hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand Piſtoles, or about 
100,000 /. Sterling; no trifling Sum you 
may 
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1 1 be ſure, in thoſe early Daye, or at 

any time in Germany. But I dare an- 
ſwer for the Gentleman at the Head of 
your T,, that he could, and would 
have found a thouſand Ways of gleaning, 
imperceptibly, ſuch a Sum in the Harveſt 
of a Seſſion, rather than the Claim ſnould 
ſtand where it does. But we are to ſup 
poſe that France deſigns that not only the 
Principle, but accummulative Intereſt 
ſhall de demanded. And in !ſuch cafe 
the Claim will be of fo great Importance, 


as will effectually anſwer the Views of 
that Eh ITY Court. 


I am furpriſed your Sages had not per- 
ceived the Drift of France, in theſe 
Stretches of her Policy. She — 
and admits a Claim by Hanover on Spain, 
that ought to have been buried with the 
contracting Parties, and would remain 
with their Aſhes probably, if your M——1s 
were not more intent to make court to 
— than Sc. or, if France had 
not a View to keeping the Sore open be- 
tween your Crown and the Spaniſb.— 
But to return to the Subject of Mynheer 
B-—#'s late Errant to your Court, 


That 


ME 7, 

That Favourite and Confident of the 
$-—b—r, was the fitteſt Perſon that 
could be ſent to quicken the Pace of 
your Court to pacifick Meaſures. He was 
in all the deep Secrets. of this Cabinet, 
and was well related on your Side of the 
Water, If he be not a bright Genius, 
he does not want Senſe, and is remarka- 
ble for keeping a Secret; no trifling 
Qualification in a Courtier and Favourite. 
In ſhort, he ſucceeded, but without de- 
rogating from his Merit as a Negociator; 
J muit add, that he owed his Succeſs 
more to Fortune or Chance, than to Re- 
card for the S 51 or his C—t, 
to any Attachment to the Intereſts of 
England, or to his own perſonal Weight 
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About the time of his coming to your 
Court, there happened a Chain of con- 
curing Incidents, which not a little con- 
tributed to promote the Meaſure he went 
thither to ſolicit. It was about this time 
that Lord C—— 4 refigned ; and tis 
thought for not being able to perſuade 
his Colleagues into pacific Meaſures. But 
whether that be the true Cauſe of that 
great Man's Diſguſt, or that he had 
Sliglis put upon him by an Inferior in 
8 55 Knowledge 
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Knowledge and Underſtandiag, and an 
Equal only 1 in Office, are Myſteries more 9 
within your Province" to e than | 
gr. 3 25 „ ae on 
1 3 1 wer IF : t f 4 | 
„Ader 55 be! hs b aut _ hs Th 
retiring of that Nobleman from the Ca- | 
binet, funk the Hearts of our new Men 
a full Femiſb Ell: And we are groſi | | 
impoſed on from your Iſland, if his Re- 
fignation had not occafion' d a Tremor in 
the Individual, who is ſu ppoſed t to have 
occaſion'd the. Relation. All the 
frightful Images of an Oppoſition are ſaid | 
to have appear'd to him at the Inſtant he 
b heard that the Seals were return d.“ 1 
| wor't Hay that a Perturbation cf this kind 
is an Argument of Guilt, but neither: can 
it be deem'd an Indication 07-1199 Cenec 
or f Cottage. ONT | 


Anpcher Incident ! gboursble“ to 9 Min 

5 beer B—t's Negociation, was the Damp 

.- public Credit, which happen'd at this 
JanRure, more from the Imperfedtion'ot 
the Scheme for raifing the Supplies, than 
Diffidence or Deficiency of Speciz to cir- 

culate the Paper Credit. Tis but the 

. truly wiſe and great of Soul, hob are 
Fer * incapable of Guilt, and feldom 1 a- 
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ble to.Error, that can ſee big and danger- 
ous approaching Difficulties, with ſtea- 
dineſs and unconcern. But little Ge- 
nius's, particularly when conſcious of an 
Unfitneſs and Unfaithfulneſs in the Diſ- 
charge of public Duties, ſhrink at the 
View of the moſt diſtant Danger, which, 

to avoid, they frequently increaſe, by the 
very Means they take for warding off 


the ſeemingly impending Blow. 


Lord 445 E in 35 Ad. 
miniſtration were not, by Nature, fitted 
for the Conduct of a War, nor, by In- 
clination, Friends to its continuance. 
But knowing, by Experience, that their 
Power reſted ſolely on the Baſis of Reſig- 
nation, they fell in with the Prejudices 
in favour of the War, reſolved, however, 
to lay hold of the firſt fair Opportunity 
for removing ſuch Prejudices by Argu- 
ment, or by producing a Portrait of ap- 
proaching Danger, With the Igtelli- 
gent, Pr eudice of any kind never bears 
{way ; ; and it is more ſurely removed by 
alarming the Fear, than, informing the 
W of the Poſſeſs d. 


The Hour was now come for execut- 
wg this laſt Part of the miniſterial Plan, 
11 | " "Twas 


* 


\$ Þ 
_ *Twas ſuggeſted that all was at ftake 
on this ſide of the Sea; that if the War 
continued, the neu- Men here, and their 
Chief, Would inevitably be unſaddled $ 
that public Credit begun to flacken to 
ſuch a degree, as endanger'd the very 
Frame of the Government: That no 
Money was to be raiſed among us Dutch- 
men, who begun to ſhut our Purſes, the 
better to diſtreſs our new Maſters; and 
that the young royal Leader's ill State of 
Health, would not permit him to exe- 
cute the Truſt repoſed in him, or bear 
the Fatigues of the Campaign. 


Every Reaſon was urged but the true 
one, which was the Reſignation that porten- 
ded an Oppoſition, which could not ſo well 
be ſtem'd in Times of Expence, as when 
the public Occaſions might better per- 
mit the applying the pubiic Money to 
the particular Purpoſes of a Miniſtry, 


Theſe are the authentic Accounts we 
have received here of the late Meaſures! 
of your Cabinet; and thus you ſee ho- 
the particular Intereſts of private Men, 
both there and here, had operated to- 
wards precipitating the Work of Peace. 
The Continuance of the War was mani- 

JL F 2 feſtly 


+ 
« 1346 


n * - 
n 2 
— 1 933 
— — . 9 
CORE ooo” —— 


; i 
U 
1 
* ö 1 
if 
FF 
IN. * 
__— 
_ 
r 
 - 17M 
. N 
$ 4 * 
41 
. 
1 
7 
+ 
9 
5 
1 * 
1 
11 


« £36) 
feſtly for the Intereſt of the Allies, and 
would naturally promote the common 
Cauſe. But Peace became the immedi- 
ate Intereſt of our yew Oourt, and of your 
governing M—-rs: And hen the Com- 
petition lies between the public and pri- 
vate Intereſts, the latter, we may be ſure, 


will ever prevail, in proportion to the 


Growth of national Vice and Corruption. 


Tis not thought here, that the Preſu- 


dice J have mention'd, and which your 


Mrs found themſelves under the 
Neceſſity of conſulting and managing, 
was owing ſo much to an Attach for the 


Cauſe of general Liberty, as a Propen- 


ſity to Arms, Encampments, and other 
Comeomitants of War. Pethaps there 
may have been likewiſe a View to the 
Aggrandizement of a certain patrimonial 
Dominion, which if it ſhould fail of an 
Addition of Territory, could not of ad- 
ditional Riches, by the Pay of its native 
Troops. And I ſuppoſe it may be partly 
to compenſate for a Loſs, thus neceſſarily 
ariſing from Peace, that the Stale Claim 
to Spain, before mentioned, had been 
conjur'd up, as an Expedient to ſoſten 
the Loß to be ſuſtained by the Diſconti- 
nuance of the War. 09.90; 
viſta W hat 
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What Pity, my worthy Friend, that 
Servants of the "Public, 3 forget 
their Obligations to the Community. 
'Tis a continual War- fare, in modern 
Times, between the People and their 
Stewards. Nor have we much leſs 
Reaſon for guarding againſt Domeſtic 
than Foreign Invaders of our natural 
Rights, and Liberties. If the French 
have invaded our Poſſeſſions, our new 
Men at Home have been buſy with 
our Libertzes, The. Invaſion. of the 
former was but to oblige us to a Neu- 
trality, which it was our Intereſt to 
have. agreed to when firſt required ; 
but that of the latter was to force us 
to a Surrender of all that is dear in 
Life. Theſe laſt have ſucceeded for 
themſelves, and for the French too. 
They have not only cloathed themſelves 
with our Liberties, but obliged us to 
truckle to the Enemy at a Time that 
. be, lay almoſt panting for Breath, 


Never was: the Can of France 
les promiſing, never her Affairs more 
perp plerd than when your Court and 
ours ſnapt at the Bait, and ſwallowed 
the Hook thrown out to them by the 
Gallic Fox, who, according to an in- 


genious 
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genious Author of yours, | whoſe bo- 
morous and poignant Performance has 
been lately turn'd into our Language: T 
fay, according to the Cox RES oF THE, 
BrAasTs; France ends this War with a 
View of beginning another (a). But 
* ſhould not I ſucceed fo as to dictate 
« all around me, and be able to keep 
* my Conquefts, I fhalt end this War 
* foon, that I may the ſooner begin 
* another; wh1ch I propoſe ſhall put me 
„in the full and quiet Poſſeſſion of 
* of what I hold at pre efent.” Il might 
fill my Paper with pertinent Quotations 
from this prophetic, witty Drama, 
which had not a little contributed - to 
awaken our Lethargic Dutchmen from 
their golden Dreams of Happineſs un- 

der the Conduct of a W 
and his Favourites. | 


2150 as or hs future Views of Rane 
derartig to this Writer, on the Nether 
lands, who can doubt of them ſince ſhe 
took early Care to diſmantle moſt of the 
Fortreſtes that fall into her Hands? or, 
who ſhall be in Condition to obſtruct 
ſuch ambitious Views whenever ſhe 

1 a) Page 46. Second 1 of on Congreſs of the 
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ſhall judge it proper to execute the 
big Deſign? By this haſty Reprieve 
granted to her, by thoſe who conſulted 
leſs the public than private Security. 
France will have Leiſure to bring 
Home her Treaſures, extend her Trade, 
improve her Manufactures, rub off her 
Debts, and eſtabliſh a Marine. And 
when ſhe ſhall have perfected her do- 
meſtic Scheme, who ſhall prevent her 
Conqueſt of the Netherlands? Not the 
preſent Allies whom this ſudden pacife 
Meaſure has disjointed, nor any one of 
them ſingly, or combined with other 
Powers. Nothing leſs than an Invaſion 
of our own immediate Territories, will 
be able to induce this Republic to arm 
for half a.Century to come. The King 
of Sardinia will find himſelf fo fur- 
rounded by Princes of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, ſo intangled in their Toils, 
that it will be abfolutely out of his 
Power to enter into any future Confede- 
Tacy againſt them. And the Court of 
Vienna has ſuffered ſo ſenſibly by bend- 
ing to the falſe Politics of your Ca- 
binet, or indulging its Prejudices ; 
and beſides, has ſo much Reaſon to re- 
ſent your late Inattention to either her 
Honour or Intereſt, that I doubt great- 


ly 


5 the. a 5 gp Y of _ 8 
I nb —A.:: 24 * po * ack n ras „ 
P — * 2 ne” — A — "I __ — = _ l 
- 7 = 0 us Dey 2 re IS — nn 5 1 £ FA * 5 3 0 — > — — = — 
23 8 1 * 2 — 2 Wr * a 5 — P wt 4 — — a 2 — = — — . * 
= » 2 > — m"— — — — - 6 acting * 2 - - . — * — 2 — — - 
-- * p X a — 5 — — - * = . 2 
= - 0 . — - 
* ——ñ—m—V— —44 — 2 - 5 - K . — 
_ AN 9 - a 6 J . = * — 
oy ir o — <4 of ICE SS _—_— CC OR * CN en —S — — — ] — Argo. ee O_o 2 2 — — — a N * . =» = HS ä 5 
„ 
— : . 


22914 a — 


; (49) 
ly if the Empreſs-Queen will « ever again 
receive your Subſidy to arm even in 


Defence of the Auſtrian Netherlands.” f 


After all, why ſhould he? She =—Y 
have no Quarrel with France but muſt. 
be relative to her Poffeflion of thoſe 
Provinces, nor with the younger branch- 
65 oF het Houſe, but kh © relate to 
thoſe ſmall Poſſeſſions that remain to 
her in Italy. Small indeed will be her 
Portion of Hahh after parting with the 
beſt of the :Janeſe to the Houſe of 
Savoy, and Parma, Placentia, and Gua 


ſtalla to that of Bourbon. The Dutchy 


of Gnaftalla is of far greater Importance 
than thoſe, who dole away Countries 
for their own particular Safety, ſeem to 
underſtand. By giving it to the Infant of 


Spain, the Empreſs-Queen is quite ſhut 


out from paffing the Po; beſides, put- 
ting Guaftalla, one of the ſtrongeſt For- 
treſſes in Lombardy, in the Hands of a 
Neighbour, who very probably will be 
a declared Fnemy before it be many 
Years, if the Wiſdom of the Empreſs 
does not prevent it by making the 
beſt Bargain ſhe can with ain, for ſuch 
of her. Lalian Dominions as theſe Pre- 

b . liminaries 


Ca) | 
liminaries leave her, and with France 
for the Netherlands. | 


And, could that heroick, abandon'd 
Princeſs, do a wiſer Thing than Part, 
for immenſe Sums of Money, will Ter- 
ritories that will always coſt her more 
to defend than they are worth; diſtant 
from the Center of her Power, and 
which muſt neceſſarily involve her in 
all the Wars which the different 
Branches of the Houſe- of Bourbon 
may think proper to kindle ? Her 
Wiſdom ſhould lead her, now that her 
Ally has, by the Stroke of his Pen, left 
her but a Shadow in Tah, and that 
France has diſmantled and impoveriſh'd 
the Netherlands, to confine herſelf to 
the Empire, where ſhe will be the more 
revered for being able to contract her 
Power, by parting with the Territories 
that occaſioned the Extenſion of her 
Force. | | 


J cannot but admire at the Politics 
of your Enghſh Cabinet. You ſpent 
above thirty Millions, and run near as 
much in Debt to Support the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and yet you leave it in much a 
worſe Plight than you found it, and 
G | that 


(42) 
that too without Neceflity. You forced 
the Queen of Hungary to cede all her 
Rights to the richeſt Province ſhe had 
to an unrighteous Invader, for the Sake 
of paving your own Way to his Friend- 
ſhip: And ſee how his P. Majeſty 
has rewarded your meddling Generoſity ? 
You oblig'd her likewiſe to yield up to 
the King of Sardinia, by the Treaty of 
Worms, the beſt of her Talian Domi- 
nions; and to compleat the Scene, you 
now compel her to part to Don Phi- 
lip all that remain'd to her in Taly of 
any Value or Conſideration.— For Shame! 
Let not your Nominal Wh:gs, for they 
are no other who now aſſume the 
Name, rebuke the Tories with having 
abandon'd their Allies in 1712. 


To view the late Couduct of your 
Engliſh Cabinet, with Regard to this 
Imperial Ally, in the moſt favour'd 
Light, it won't bear Examination. Was 
the Treaty of Worms to be annihilated as 
to every contracting Party to it, but the 
| Empreſs-Queen ? Was ſhe, for whoſe 


Support you declared to unſheath the 
Sword, be the only Victim of your pre- 


cipitate Politics? Why ſhall the Treaty 
of Worms be binding in Favour of the 


Houle 


643) 
Houſe of Savoy, whom you took not up 
Arms to preſerve, and at the Expence 
too of that of Auſtria, in whoſe De- 
fence you armed, and be a dead Letter 
with regard to the latter ? 


| By a ſecret Article in that Treaty, 
your Court ſtipulated, in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner, to procure an Equivalent or In- 
demnification for Silgſia, which was un- 
derſtood, by all the Contractors, to be 
Naples and Sicily. And it was in conſe- 
quence of this Stipulation that Prince 
Lobcowitz lately attempted the Invaſion 
of Naples. It was in confideration of 
this promiſed Equivalent, that the Em- 
preſs Queen was prevailed on, by your 
Court, to make thoſe large Conceſſions 
of Territory to his Sardinian Majeſty, 
which he is to hold by theſe Prelimina- 
ries that are quite ſilent as to the Equiva- 
lent which your Cabinet had agreed to 
procure for the Court of Vienna, Where 
is the Juſtice of ſuch a Procedure ? 
Where is the Wiſdom of enfeebling, on 
every fide, that Power for which you 
drain'd your Cofters ; that only Power, 
which, if ſupported, might be hereafter 
a principal Inſtrument to ſhorten the 
Pace of France to univerſal Sway? In- 
"2 deed, 
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deed, my Friend, I bluſh for your Con- 
duct in regard to a magnanimous Prin- 
ceſs, who might have made good Bar- 
gains for her Family, if ſhe could have 
gain'd upon herſelf to conſider the In- 
tereſt of your royal Houſe, as little as your 
M1 have lately conſider d hers. 


There remains for me but to obſerve 
on the Inability or Unw:jlingneſs of your 
Country (England) to meaſure again 
Swords with France. Should ſhe ſoon 
find herſelf in a Condition, ſhe will be 
always in humour to ſeize on thoſe Con- 
queſts ſhe now offers to yield up by theſe 
Preliminaries. And as I could not put 
the Matter in ſo juſt and apt a Light as 
J find it, page 11 and 12, in the aforeſaid 
Drama, the Congreſs of the Beasts, permit 
me to have recourſe to that ingenious 
Writer's Expreſſion on the Subject. I 
need not tell you that he makes an Aſs, 
cover'd with a Lion's Skin, perſonate 
your Country, once favour” d above all 
others by Providence. France perſo- 


nated by the ſubtilleſt of Beaſts, the _ 
ſpeaks, 


«© Fog, (addreſſing himſelf to the Leo- 
cs 7 pard, or Spain) Let us ruin his Con- 
« federates 


( 45 ) 

. federates (the Aſs) by Land, and we 
„ ſhall have leiſure enough to ando him 
* afterwards on that Element which is 
<« as unſteady as himſelf, —The Tigreſs, 
* (Queen of Hungary) and Wolf, (King 

of Sardinia) were no leſs impolitic in 
hugging him (the /) too cloſely, than 
he was in doling away his Subſtance 
c upon them. They ſhould have huſ- 
< banded his Strength, that another time 
he might ſtand in the Gap to ſtay the 
* Progreſs of an Invader. But they 
e have given him ſuch a Surfeit of War 
* on dry Ground, and of Subjidtes, that 
se that they may both, hereafter, go to 


* the Dl, before he will ſtir a Foot 
© to ſave either,” 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


If this be the Caſe with England, as 1 
fear it is, and if there be any Reſem- 
blance in the Portrait I have here drawn 
of the Empreſs Queen, the King of Sar- 
dinia, and this State, why ſhould we 
wonder that France would give up her 
Conqueſts at preſent, which ſhe may 
ſoon ſo eaſily recover and ſecure, without 
any Dread of ſeeing a Confederacy form'd 
that could wreſt them from her? 


At 
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At preſent, France ſaw her own Inabi- 
lity to keep thoſe Conqueſts. She ſaw her 
Ruin inevitable, ſhould ſhe prolong the 
War for the Purpoſe. She ſaw all her 
Colonies, Ease, Weſt, and North, on the 
Brink of being torn from her; ſhe ſaw 
the Induſtry of her People ſtagnated in 
every Branch, and her Commerce lan- 
ouiſhing, if not gaſping. She perceiy'd 
a convulſive Tumor gathering in her 


Bowels ; and ſaw a Famine unavoidable, 


unleſs. the Good- nature of England did 
prevent the Havock it muſt have made 
in a few Weeks. She ſaw likewiſe her 


Armies dwindling by her vague Con- 


queſts, and was ſenſible of her Inability 


to recruit them. And'ſhe ſaw it would 


be impoſſible for her to ſupport the War 
another Lear, if her Apprehenſions, but 


too well grounded, ſhould prove real. 


In ſuch a perplex'd Situation, who can 
admire the preſent ſeeming Self- denial 
of France? I rather wonder ſhe did not 
bend the Knee for Peace as ſhe did to 
Queen Ann, which the certainly would, 
before next Winter, if ſhe had not per- 
ceived the ſudden Panic of our new 


Maſters here in theſe Provinces, and of 


your Directors in your inſular Empire.— 


Ah! 


(47) 
Ah! my Friend ! ſee how that dangerous 
Neighbour” has play'd upon our Fears, 


and how ſhe is like to thrive by our 


Folly.-—But has ſhe not engaged, by the 
gth Article of the Preliminaries, 70 em- 
ploy her good Offices to obtain from the 
King of Spain Satigfaction for a Sum of 
Money, which bis Britannick Majeſty, as 


Elector of Hanover, claims from bis Ca- 
tholick Majeſty ? 


I expetied to have ſeen an Article for 
the Payment of the Ninety frue thouſand 
Pounds that was to have been paid by 
Spain to England, by the. memorable 
Convention of 1739. or at leaſt, that 
France would be ſo complaiſaint as to 
promiſe to employ her good Offices for 
you; but it ſeems that more Deference 
was paid to the E———:r than the 
K—g—. Adieu, dear Sir, if you ex- 
cuſe the Prolixity of this Epiſtle you 


will greatly add to the Favours already 


conferr'd on, 


Nun, &. 


Pop- 
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The Set of Preliminaries Seen 
l this Letter, being, with very little 
Variation, the ſame publiſhd, in the. 
London Evening Poft, and other News 
Papers, it was dude de needleſs to {welt 
this Work by ſubjoining them to it. 
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